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untrue. He claims to understand the Scriptures by
a purer light than we Gentiles now possess, and to
have the hidden meaning of certain portions of them
cleared by Divine revelation ; but he takes our Bible
as it stands in the authorized English version.
" King James' Bible," he said to me with emphasis,
" is my Bible; I know of none other." In fact,
he seems to regard that version as in some sort
divine, and the very language in which it is
couched as in some sort sacred. " The English
tongue," he said, " is a. holy form of speech; the
best, the softest, and the strongest language in
the world." I think he considers it the language
of God and of heaven. " It is holy," he said, " for
it is the speech in which the angels wrote the
Book of Mormon, the speech in which God has
given his last revelation to man." When a friend
of mine went into a Salt Lake City book-store,
and asked for the Mormon book of faith, the
man behind the counter handed him an English
Bible. " We have no better book," he said; " all
that we believe you will find in those pages."
This is what they always say; but it is no less
true that they find a thousand facts and doctrines
in their Bible which we have never found in ours ;
a new history of the creation, of the fall, of the